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Gentlemen of the Council and House of Repr esentatives 
LI - G of ‘the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Washington à 


UI cheerfülly give to every one of you a most hearty welcome to the Can. 
tal) “Another year has rolled round, and you are again summoned to the duty: 
of Jegislating and adopting the best possible plans for the promotión-of the 
future welfare and prosperity of every part of this Territory, which beis (he 
name of the illustrious Washington: Our earnest thanks are due “tó our; 
Maker and Benefactor, whohas blessed us by crowning this year with his 
goodness, and favored us above many other.portions of our beloved land, im 
saving ug from *the:pestilence that-walketh in” darkness.” Before all -óther; 
works, let us unite in returning our sincere thanks to Almighty God, for: his 
merciful preservation:of our lives during the past year, and for .the manifold: 
blessings He has bestowed upon us. d 

I respectfully invite your most serious attention to the very startling fact 
that, the permanent population of the Western half of Washington Territory, 
from:the summit of the Cascade Mountains to the Pacific Ocean, is about as 
sparse at this: day as it was ten years ago, and what is still more startling¢ 
from past experience we have every reason to believe that the inhabitants 
this region cannot and will not materially increase in numbers for many yea 
to come, because the farming immigrants cannot bring their families acrgss 
these tremendously * high, broad, and rugged mountains, unless a good and: 
safe road is made at-an early day entirely through the Cascade Range. f ,. 


The Cascade Mountains extend the whole length of Washington Tënt 
tory ; they are from forty to sixty miles wide at their base, and have an eleva- 
tion ranging from five: thousand to seven thousand feet. They stand as ani 
impassable barrier, over which immigrants cannot travel; and have stopped; 
and: prevented, multitudes of families year after year fiom coming into and: 
settling upon the good farming „lands of the Puget Sound country, between, 
the Cascades and the Pacific Ocean. ' 

. The large extent or aggregate amount of sich soil, well adapted for’ all 
agriculturel. purposes, located inthe Western half of-this Territory, is not 
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generally known even to our own citizens, for many parts yet remain undevel- 
oped, and are rarely visited by white men. Let me, invite your attention to a 
few statistical facts regarding it, most of which from personal observation I 
know to be true, and the remainder I have from the most trustworthy and 
reliable sources of information. 
Beginning at the Northern boundary, and coming South along the mean- 
derings of the coast and of Puget Sound, the Nootsack river has rich lands 
on both sides for 30 miles; the Lummie; 6; the Samish, 20 ; ‘the Skagit, 50; 
the Stuliguamish, 25; the Snohoniish, 20; the Skykomish, 40; the Snoqualmie 
40; (the Prairie and Pass, 20;) the Cedar river, 25; the rich lands lately dis- 
covered between the Cedar and Snoqualmie iivers, 50; White river and 
branches 40; streams emptying into Washington and Squak lakes, 20; the 
Dwamish, *12; “Puyallup, 20; Nesqually, 55; Deschutes 20; Chehalis, 70; 
Wynuchia, Satsop, Black river and lake, Skoocumchuck, and other tributa- 
ries, 65; Johns river, Umptulah, Quicheum, Whiskkah and other tributaries of 


. Gray's Harbor, 55; North river, Willopah and other tributaries of Shoalwater 


Bay,35; Columbia river, 100; Cowlitz 65; East fork and Comeman, 20; Lewis 
and its forks, 30; Washougal, 10; Salmon river, 20. On the Pacific coast, 
Quenault, Raft, Queetes, Ohahlat, Quilleheutes, 'l'sooyess, and other streams, 
90 ; Okeho, Clallm, Fiske, Elwha, Dungeness, Squim Bay, and Port Discov- 
erg, 80; Chimmicum and branches, 30; tributaries of Hood’s Canal, 100; 
making an aggregate length of 1,318 miles of rich river bottom lands, ranging 
from two to five miles in width, together with numerous small creeks with 
equally rich soil on their banks, averaging about a mile in .width, making 


_ about 400 miles in length, altogether sufficient to furnish upwards of twenty 


thousand farming families with one hundred and sixty acres each, and in addi- 
tion to all this, there are innumerable tracts of good farming soil upon the 
table lands. à ; 

To render this vast extent of rich farming lands available, it is necessary 
that immigrants should be enabled to reach the Western half of this Territo- 
ry, by their usual method of land travel? And if you should devise and ear- 
ty into effect some practicable plan by which this can:be done, you will merit 


_ wt only the good will, the confidence and the gratitude of your constituents, 


‘St of the thousands who will yet, under the good ‘Providence of Almighty 
‚ bd, occupy these fertile valleys, that are as rich, much less liable to inunda- 
"Dn, and-are in every way as well fitted to sustain a large population as any in 

PUnited States. 

“It also becomes my duty to present for your consideration, one material fact 
bábeing to this important subject of providing for the future increase and 
gefiml welfare of the population of this Territory, that from frequently 
rep£sed explorations, it has been reliably ascertained, that very near the true 
geoßmhical centre of Washington Territory, there is a deep and broad valley 
cleatyhrough the whole width of the Cascade Mountains, not a mere pass or 
trail òw them, but a wide and deep-opening, entirely through the range, and 
kno nowiy the “ Snoqualmie Pass," which nature appears to have formed as if 
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for the’ expresa” purpóse of-facilitating eninterapted intercoúrse between “the ` 
Bastern and the Western sections of our Territory. >- E. 

Either a wagon; road or a rail road càn be easily constructed through this 
valo, in which even in the coldest winters, the snow would offer no greater > 
impediments to travelers than in (be Nos England States, if indeed as much, 
and floods could never interrupt the travelling or transportation for one:mo- 
ment. EM ao - 

` With. great satisfaction. I beg leque to recommend. the full consideration of 
this whole«subject to your most earnest attention, hoping that -your-wisdom, 
patriotism, and high minded desire to improve the present and future condi- 
tion'of this part. of our beloved country, now placed under your especial care, ` 
will enable, you to devise some means of opening this “ Central Wagon Road” 
through. the: Cascade Mountains, now become go necessary for furnishing an 
immediate'and convenient,link of ‘connection befween the valuable and € exten. 
siye pasture lands in the Eastern half, and the. fine, timber. and rich farming 
regions inithe Western half,'thus insuring a more rapid increase of our popu- 
lation, and more ‘securely providing for the future welfare and general pros- 
perity of every portion of this Territory. , - E 


For the more effectual preservation of the public peace, the prevention of 
quarrels, a and the. consequent retaliatory acts of violence and, murders being 
revengéfully ‘committed between the ‘Indians and the enteiprising pioniegz 
whites, it is considered by. every intelligent man of experietice, to be neces- 
sary to have the Indian title to all the lands in this Territory “extinguished at 
the tarliest -day practiéable;' and to “have'the "públic. lands surveyed ás soon 
thereafter.as ‘convenient, wherever. our.citizens settle upon them, to eriable all 
resident claimants to obtain proper titles thereto without unnecessary or unrea- 
sonable delay. Large numbers of persons have settled in the neighborhood 
of Colville and other places where the “Indian title has not been extinguished; 
and I recommend to your tonsideration the propriety of your menériglizing 
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Congress, praying for the necessary legislation. NW? 


' Every country in Europe, Asia, Afıica and America, has been pressingly 
invited to send’ 'spécimens of Ate Dest natural and artificial productions to the 
World's great Fair to bé held at.Paris during the next year, and called the 
* Paris Exposition of 1867, " Pamphlets i in relation to, the. subject, were sent 
to me by the Hon. W. H Seward, United States Secretary of State, aud by | f 
Hon, ¿7 Derby, of New York, United States Commissioner for the fair, all of; 
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AUT: saw. milis; recommending t them ta forward samples of our lumber, &c.. - 4 
In August last, I had great satisfaction in aiding Mr. Thomas Cranney, of 
Ütsalida; to make arrangements with Captain Hurrol of the ship “Belmont” 
to take from the lumber. mills of Messrs. Grennan E Cranhey, a flag-staff, one 
hundred and, fifty. feet long, twenty-four inches in diameter at the largest, end, 
sixteen.inches'in the middle, and eleven.inches in diameter at the top. --It was 


originally two- hundred - feet in length, -but unfortunately the ‘ship could: only 
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carry it. one hundred ard fifty fcet long. Thus it will be impossible-for us to . 


convey tothe hundreds of thousands and millions who will congregate in 
Paris betweeri March 1st to December, 1867, a true idea of the magnitude 
of -our. timber trees, but, shorn of its fair proportions as it is, by its being 
shortened full fifty feet, the glorious flag of our beloved, country, will, float 
from its top, to the admiration of all visitors, far above the emblems and bans 
ners of any other nation. 


- - The credit of practically carrying out:the pla of sending our riative 
grown National flag-staff from the Territory of Washington to the Wörld’s 
greatest fair ever held on earth, the “ Paris Exposition of 1867,” which doubt- 
l less will be gratifying to every loyal heärted citizen of the United States, both: 
at home and abroad, is due to Mr. Cranney. 9 
The Registers and Receivers of the two Land Offices at Olympia and: 
Vancouver “have furnished me with an abstract of the amount of business 
done at their respective offices during the past year, from which it appears 
that from the 1st day of December, 1865, to the 30th day of November, 1866; 
the following amounts of public lands have been- purchased or settled upon; 
under the pre-emption and homestead acts : - 


AT VANCOUVER. 


No. of acres sold’ at $1 25 per aere, 0... 7,940 45- 100 $9,925 06 
No. of acres under homestead act,...... ere 16,084. 75- 100° 

No. of acres énteréd with military land warrants,.. 2,400 

No. of acres ‘entered under pre-emption’ act,;..... 3,680 ei ^ 
I Total lands SEN Of, ss EE ee nn 30,055 20-100 š 
I ML. AT OLYMPIA. 

No. RS $1 25 per acre... ecce eee 10,788 60-100.813,492 51 
No. of acres entered under homestead act,........ 9,309  . - 

No. of acres entered under military land warrants,.2,852 60-100 

No. of acres entered under pre-emption act,...... 6,283 95-100 


Total number of acres disposed of,.v.....°29,234 15-100 


From the Surveyor General's Office I have received the following sates i 


ment of the steady progress of the surveying of the public lands: 
Total ‘number of acres surveyed in the Territory of Washington, " 
“up to the close of the fiscal year, ending June 30th, 1866,...... 3,873,541 
Estimated amount surveyed and under contract, exclusive of town- i 
‘ships not subdivided, or to.be subdivided, for the fiscal year 


ending June 30th, 1867,....... gege ei 57500,8807 


Total suryeyed and under contracts: eccoosovovsecceas 4,380,421 


ar of miles, surveyed and under contract, for the fiscal year 
„ending June S0th- 1867, ana 1,715 


SE cost of surveys including standard, for year‘ ending . 
+ PE June 30th 1861,. . . ORS nbn ne S Knee iQ Sed e qe NE :$18,250 
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«0 The Aapensor and Collector of Internal Roses have given the Miete 
‘ Information‘ - x ] 


Assessed during the fiscal year énding June 30th 1866, olas geg + $68, 864 48" 
Amount of U. S. Internal Revenue collected during the fiscal ‚year > P 
. ending June 30th, 1866,....... Ehnen “59,492 


Estimated amount for the fiscal year ending Ji une 30th, 1867,. Bass 75,000 
In conformity with «a memorial from- the-last Legislative Assembly," an 
act was passed by Congress, entitled” “ an-act amendatory of, the Organic, Act ` 


ef Washington Territory, ” approved June 30th, 1866, in which -it‘is provided ` 


that.the sessions of-the Legislature shall hereafter be held biennially. Súita- 
blé legislation will become necessary during your present session, to properly. : 
carry into effect the requirements of that law, and probably: jou may be ena- 
bled to dispense with the necessity of: holding.general elections e¥éry: year as. 
heretofore, and it may become aveo n to” ee! new system c ar biennial. 
elections. , dh 

St would respectfully call your atténtion to the conditión of the insane and 


e idiotic ‚persons within'our borders. For several years past-they were under 


the good care of the Sisters of Charity at Vancouver, who had contracted 
¿according to law for their safe keeping and proper treatment. "To insure their 
payment every three months, special legislation . became necessary, and an 
act was passed for that.purpose. - 
:% At the expiration of" their contract, a new contract was entered into by 
Messrs. James Huntington and : W. W. Hays of Monticello, at a lower rate, - 
ander the belief that the law which secured a quarterly payment to the. Sis- 
‘ters of Charity, would also insure the quarterly payment to the present: con- 
tractors, but some doubts are entertained, and without further legislation ; ‚on 
‚your part, they may be deprived of their payments for an indefinite period, 
«which would be such a violation of their contract as would finally result in 
compelling them to abandon it, which would be much, more expensive to the 
Territory than ever. I commend this subject to your early attention. «` 
The removal of the insane patients from Vancouver to Monticello ¢ occa- 
sioned the necessity of having a new-board of inspectors, when agreeably to 
the law creating said offices, I appointed Benjamin Huntington Judge of Pro- 
bate of Cowlitz County, A.-R. Burbank and R. C. Smith, residents of Monti- : 


' cello, as inspectors. The report of the board of inspectors of thei insane ka 
: lum, i is herewith submitted : 


To: His Excellency Wm. Pickering, Governor of: the, Territory. of Washington, 


Benjamin Hooper, entered asylum July 20, 1866; former residence, Kit- 
sep.opunty ; ; = 45 ded ; no EES in mentat health; podig, ‘health, 
good. - y 
1 Paul Patterson, entered asylum duy 19, 1866; former residence, Kitsap 


county; age, 42 years; mental health, improving ; bodily bonn, good, and 
una with a view to dismissing at an ‘early day. 

Charles. Moore, entered asylum July 19, 1866; former residence, Lewi 
county jnage 29, e mental health, no improvement; bodily health, 
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lene Juríus:Hunt; MUN as uri July 9.5tformt er r 
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^. Augustus "Eruber, entered asylum: July 19, ‘sof orme 
"Set y; age, 41 years; ‘netifalshealth, iio-improvéaien D 
GE 7 “> Margaret. Comito, entered;asylum, J uly 19, 18 or 
có county; ‘age, 37 years; méntal health; 10 im rovemel n 
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` SWalla-walla 5 3 age; 40 yesraj- men "health; no jinprovemensy 

poor, under "medical. a= ty bly à ge Sa Se = 

Es wd po lise :Pilscher, entered asylum, jyly.1 9, ` a EROR ner re 
ralla a county ; wo 13 years ;' “idiotie; “pedi: iyd eal YBO 

PR gra eech entered eth -Julye19,,180 

čöunty age, 50 years; :mental healt pud TON 
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RE "Maria. Lane, entered asylum J ul} y-19; 1886: f9 af Ser 
. “county ; “age, 36^y pars mental cath, ‘no > improvententy hes 

"Minerva Fl erson, Enter. syluri , J Iuieias. E énes 
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Zei: age, 30 Maes: mentil heal; ; ho improvement; 


ary-C.* Spinning,- entered. “asylum. August 8, 18 366% DS Dat 

Pierce county ;.age,.32 years; méntal health, gu < bodily. SE 

-múch” ‘bitter. Q3 sepu year, = lur urit ec ER e 
(oe 


Wi DN. An. Rood gift” 
— „And -your> Inspectors’ would also. Pen "report tt they have. E E 


careful, examination of the. house and adjoining grou nde"of ‘the Rain un 
‘ave situated on the north-east bank of the Xm E inbout/óhe" mie 

: above Monticello. The buildings are sufficient isl efto GE he 
preuat number of patients. „ They are unfinished ::the'rooms ell ventilated: 
thé beds warm ‚and ‚clean. . ‚The ‚patients; appear to be gar cared: 

medic cine attendance by“ a compétent (physician Onoe-per p ra ¿an 


netebsary. The grounds are in‘an-uncultivated State; ely cd = 
>from woodland, swith one Hie Zich :60 feet ee with’ hs E is n $ i 


a 


SSC" ` BENJAMIN p x 
: Judge’ Kant NM 
de E Se ae 


Ze det 


Y 
DA) 


f une 

Se "Were a suitable reward offered. to’ déi one > whé: at s ini 

ering” "gold or silver mineà “within the limits of öur Territory, Yr ils | 

 feturn a fair compensation 1 for labor expended, , it would ‘be ‚an. encouragin 

.süiulus tò the adventurous portion: of our community, and would GI Ei 
»thein: tó search for-the hidden minerale; so generally: believedito: bei Zeen 


) Ai ¡many Portions of our. domain. +., 
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, I sincerely trust that your labors~may have a wholesome a. 
- einflüehce:upoir the«publi¢ prosperity of the Territory; and: tltspeücd Rin: irs. 
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